Potential antineoplastic activity of keto-C-glycosides--a new family of cytostatic agents.
We have examined the biological activity of keto-C-glycosides (KCGs), a new family of drugs displaying antiproliferative and cytotoxic properties on tumor cells. KCG1, the most powerful drug tested on epithelial derived neoplastic cells, was 25-125 times more cytostatic on epithelial cells than on lymphoma. By contrast, KCG10 proved to be more cytostatic on lymphoma than on epithelial cells. Correlations were found between the cytostaticity of KCGs and their lipophilicity, and are discussed within the framework of the structure-activity and the structure-selectivity relationships.